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MATTHEW Chap vi. Part of the fr oth and 
+20th Verſes, 


Lay not uh fir ourſelves Treaſures hen ith 
But tay up for your ſelves Treaſures i in Heaven. 


HERE is hardly a Doari ne in Reli- 


| reneral Taſte and Inclination of the 
World, than this of our Saviour, which I have 
read to you, Practice and Prejudice bear fo 
ſtrong againſt it, and the Treafures of the Earth 
have ſuch a prodigious Intereſt in the Hearts and 


Affections of Men, that were it not for the Au- 
thority and Wiſdom. of its Author (who never 


ſpake any thing in vain), one might be diſcouraged 


from attempting to explain and enforce a Pre- 


cept, where there is ſo little Hopes of being heard 


with any Attention or Regard----or, if perhaps 
Cuſtom and Curioſity will afford us an Hearing, 


yet, when that is over, ſo is all good Effect of 


it, and Men ſettle again into the ſame wrong 
Notions, which the y brought with them; and it is 


thought by ſome, an Anſwer ſufficient to all that 
B can 


1 that 18 more unſuitable ro the 


(2) 
can be faid in Diſcouragement of an avaricious 
Temper, from the Inſtructions of the Goſpel---- 
That ſuch Doctrine is not ſuited to the preſent 
State of Things----That it is old-faſhion'd and 
out of Date----That Times are much changed, 
ſince it was uttered, and Chriſtians are now in a 
Condition not of deny ing themſelves the good 
Things of Lite, but T accumulating and enjoy- 
ing as much of them as they can---As if the Au- 
thority and Wiſdom of our Saviour's Precepts 
were to be anſwered by Ridicule, and as if he 
had uttered what he had not thoroughly weighed 
and conſidered, and his Words, which were to 
laſt when Heaven and Earth were paſs d away, 
were ſuited only to the Obſervance of Men in 
that Time and Age in which he lived---Where- 
as every thing he ſpake, was, from the largeſt 
Comprehenſion of Mind, and by the Authority 
of GOD himſelf, from having ſeen the Hearts, 
and conſidered all the Ways of Men ; and there- 
fore his Doctrine is to laſt for ever, untouch' d by 
Time, and unalter'd by Cuſtom. _ 

And, with Regard to the particular Precepts 
of the Text, though Riches are become the prin- 
cipal Objes of our Deſires and Attainments, and 
are called in the Phraſe of Commendation, the 

Life of Trade and Ingenuity---the Vigor of the 
Laws---the Bulwark of the 5 Supports 
of earning. and Philoſophy---the Ornaments of 


Civil 
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(3) 
Civil Life---the Bleſſings of Heaven, and the on- 
ly things which keep th buſy World in Motion 
---Notwithſtanding this, and admitting the Pa- 
negyrick in ſome ſenſe to be true, our Saviour's 
Words, if rightly underſtood, as grounded on 
Matters of Fact and affecting Individuals, will 
contain very juſt, and prudent, and good Advice 
to us; for they were not intended to kill the Spi- 
rit of Induſtry, to confound Society, to introduce 
a wild uncultivated Lite, or to create an Indo- 
lence and Inſenſibility in Men, as to the Proſpe- 
rities, and Comforts, and Ornaments of human 
Nature---'The Reaſon of Things, the Methods of 
Providence, the Order of the World, the Scrip- 
tures themſelves, are againſt this Bur and ſurly 
Stoiciſm ; but then they preſcribe to us a Temper 
and Moderation i in the Acquirement and Uſe of 
Riches; and nothing can be more kind and friend- 
ly to us, than our Saviour's Doctrine, that we 
take care, that they do not engroſs our Hearts 
and Affections, or carry us to commit Actions, 
which are inconſiſtent with the Religion and 
Hopes of Chriſtians, Lay not up for your ſelves 
Treaſures upon Earth; i. e. be not fo intent up- 
on theſe periſhing Things, as to neglect and for- 
get thoſe of infinitely greater Moment, but let 
your principal Care and your moſt hearty En- 
deavours, attend and provide for Eternity---Lay 
up 2 yourſelves * ig in Heaven. This 
2 18 


( 4.) 
is our Saviour's Advice; -Y and I will obſerve: to 
you, the Prudence, and Wiſdom, and. Goodneſs 
of it to us. 


Firſt, From the * of thoſe Wing an 
inordinate Deſire of which he diſcourages and 
forbids. 

Secondly, From the vaſt Importance of that 
future Happineſt, which he in tructs us to make 
our main Care, and to give our principal Atten- 
tion to, lay not up for our ſelves Treaſures . * N 
Earth, &c. 

And, firſt, I ſay, and I hope to prove it, 
That chere is the utmoſt Wiſdom and Kind- 
neſs in our Saviour's Advice to us, becauſe 
Riches in themſelves, and conſider d as affecting 
Individuals, are not of that Importance to us, 
which we imagine Sure I am, they are far from 
being eſſential to human Happineſs; or, proper- 
ly ſpeaking, of themſelves, the Materials of it---- 
They are, indeed, things of great and ſplendid 
f Expectation; 35 and, while we have, them not, we 
fancy that every thing that is happy, goes along 
with them But, alas | Poſſeſſion is a very. diffe- 
rent thing from Expectation, and the Rich ones 
would own, this Truth, if they had un 
enough. to ſpeak. their Minds upon the Experi- 
ment----Riches, like all other. 12 things, 
pall in the ane. and when once a Man has 
gratified 


() 
gratified his vain Deſires, and accumulated great 
Store of Wealth, he finds, to his Coſt and Regret, 


that he can enjoy no more of it, than is ſufficient 
to the few natural Wants of an human Creature, 
and all, beyond that, either loſes its Reliſh or be- 


comes troubleſome and dangerous to its Owner. 


And this is the Reaſon, that People, in the moſt 
affluent Circumſtances, are oſten ſo contemptible 


to others, and ſo irkſome and uneaſy to themſelves, 
having obtained more Wealth tlian they can uſe 
with Decency and Credit, and purſued: wrong 
Meaſures to Happineſs: Theſe are they who, in: 


their own Examples, prove the Truth of the wiſe 
Man's Obſervation, That there are Men, to 

« whom Gop hath given Riches and Wealth, ſo 
e that they want nothing for their Souls of all 
that they defire, yet Gop giveth them not 
« Power to eat thereof, to reliſh and enjoy it 
This is Vanity, and it is an evil Diſeaſe”---It is 


c 


* 


C 


Fa 


a Diſeaſe, but a Diſeaſe in- the Underſtanding, and 


proves the Juſtneſs of the Philoſopher's Obſerva- 
tion; that many Men, by growing rich, don't 
cure, but only change their Uneaſineſſes; for 


the Fault was not, as they imagined, in their Cir- 
cumſtances, but their Underſtandings. It does 
not only betray a want of Religion and true Phi- 


loſophy, but weak and childiſh-Ignorance, not to 


ſee, that the Happineſs of the Man is the Temper 
of his Mind, a vertuous and contented Spirit, 
7 ariſing 
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18 our Saviour” 8 Advice; and I will obſerve: to 
you, the Prudence, and Wiſdom, and. Goodueſs 
of it to us. 


Firſt, From the nas 1 thoſe T lng; an 
inordinate Deſire of which he diſcourages and 
forbids. 

Secondly, From the vaſt Importance. of that 
future Happineſs, which he inſtructs us to make 
our main Care, and to give our principal Atten- 
tion to, 5 not up for your ſelves Treaſures . * 
Earth, 

Aud, a, 1 fay, and I hope to prove it, 
That there is the utmoſt Wiſdom and Kind. 
neſs in our Saviour's Advice to us, becauſe 
Riches in themſelves, and conſider' d as affecting 
Individuals, are not of that Importance to us, 
which we imagine Sure Jam, they are far from 
being eſſential to human Happineſs ; or, proper- 
ly ſpeaking, of themſelves, the Materials of it---- 
They are, indeed, things of great and ſplendid 
Expectation; and, while we have them not, we 
fancy that every thing that i 18 happy, goes along 
with them But, alas | Poſſeſſion is a very. diffe- 
rent thing from Expectation, and the Rich ones 
would own this Truth, if they had Ingenuity 
enough to ſpeak their Minds upon the Experi- | 
ment----Riches, like all other. 25 things, 
pall in the Poſleſſion, and when once a Man bas 
gratified 


(5) 


gratified his vain Deſires, and accumulated great 


Store of Wealth, he finds, to his Coſt and Regret, 


that he can enjoy no more of it, than is ſufficient 


to the few natural Wants of an human Creature, 


and all, beyond that, either loſes its Reliſh or be- 


comes troubleſome and dangerous to its Owner. 
And this is the Reaſon, that People, in the moſt 


affluent Circumſtances, arè often ſo contemptible 
to others, and ſo irkſome and uneaſy to themſelves, 


having obtained more Wealth than they can uſe 
with Decency and Credit, and purſued wrong; 


Meaſures to Happineſs: Theſe are they who, in 
their own Examples, prove the Truth of the wiſe 
Man's Obſervation, That there are Men, to 
«© whom Gop hath given Riches and Wealth, ſo 
* that they want nothing for their Souls of all 
that they deſire, yet Gop giveth them not 
Power to eat thereof, to reliſn and enjoy it— 
This is Vanity, and it is an evil Diſeaſe' It is 


0 


ey 
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a Diſeaſe, but a Diſeaſe in the Underſtanding, and 


proves the Juſtneſs of the Philoſopher's Obſerva- 
tion; that many Men, by growing rich, don't 


cure, but only change their Uneaſineſſes; for 
the Fault was not, as they imagined, in their Cir- 
cumſtances, but their Underſtandings. It does 
not only betray. a want of Religion and true Phi- 


loſophy, but weak and childiſh-Ignorance, not to 


ſee, that the Happineſs of the Man is the Temper 
of his Mind, a vertuous and contented Spirit, 
Wy N ariſing 
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(6) 


ariſing from an innocent Conſeience and a con- 


ſtant Tenour of good Works; and our Saviour 


and his Apoſtles, by all the Contempt which they 


have thrown upon Riches, have only preached 


this unqueſtionable Doctrine, that the Happineſs 


of human Life does not depend entirely upon the 


things without us. Seneca declaimed at his Eaſe, 
and it had come better from his Mouth, if he had 
been as poor as Epictetus; but it was not one 
of the Rants of Stoiciſm, when he obſerves, 
« That the poor Man (not ſpeaking in Extreams) 
“js oftner and more ſincerely chearful, than the 
rich one, having a good Heart, and no Diſ- 
quiet and Reproaches from Wichin whereas 
either the Chearfulnefz of the other is affected, 
or elſe he is directly fad and melancholy, whith 


ſets the heavier upon him too; Rua inter- 
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dum non licet eſſe palam ini ſerum, fed inter erum- 


nas cor ipſum exedentes, neceſſe eſt agere  felicem. 
----Becauſe, in ſome Circumſtances, he is forced 
to deny himſelf the common Relief of the diſcon- 
tented Complaint; and with Troubles upon his 


Mind, which ſtrike to the very Heart of him, 
muſt perſonate an eaſy and happy Character. 


Another Reflection, which is not the worſe, or 
lefs true for being common, is, that Riches, take 
them at their beſt, are Things of moſt uncertain 
Duration. Now, if we would act, I don't ſay 
like Wine but like Men, in the Calculation 


(9)) - 


of our Happineſs, | we ſhould always make Pro- 
viſion, that it be as certain and durable as poſſible. 
In the Matter of our Wealth, I am ſure this is a 
main Article, and infinitely een we are to 
give our Eſtates all poſſible Security to ourſelves 
| and our Poſterity---But the Miſchief is, all our 
| Diligence upon this Point is confeſſedly vain and 
fooliſh ; for it is inconſiſtent with the Nature of 
the Things themſelves, and the common Courſe 
of the World, that Riches ſhould be of any long 
Duration They may be taken from us by Vio- 
lence, by Subtlety, or, if not ſo, in the common 
Change and Viciſſitude of Affairs, they will make 
themſelves Wings and fly away, for it is abſo- 
lutely impoſſible to confine that, which, by its 
Nature and Uſe, is of a fluctuating and uncertain 
Continuance : The rich Man's Wealth (the Mo- 
raliſt obſerves) is his ſtrong City, and as an high 


Wall in his own Conceit---But his Conceit is a very 
fooliſh one, for he ſets his Eyes and his Heart upon 
that which is not-----upon that which is not and 
cannot be of any long Duration; for one of theſe 
Things muſt happen in a little Time: Either he 
will leave his Riches, or they will leave him; fo 
that nothing can more miſbecome a Man, or be 
of more Danger to the Welfare of a Chriſtian, of 
an immortal Soul, and born for Eternity, than to 
ſpend all his Care and Pains, and Time in heap- 


ing up Riches (not ſo much for himſelf, as thoſe 
whom 
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whom he leaves behind him) when they are ſo 
incompetent to our Happineſs----For, in truth, 

though a Man has never ſo much of them, he 
cannot properly be ſaid to poſſeſs them; for he 
muſt leave them to the Care and F idelity of 
others------He cannot have them always in his 
Hands, nor always in his Sight; and this Conſi- 
deration ſtill encreaſes their Uncertainty, becauſe, 
in ſpite of all our Care, Fraud, or Force, or Time, 
in many Reſpects, will ſteal them from us 
And this is a Reaſon, which our Saviour himſelf 
lays a Streſs upon Lay not up for yourſelves 
Treaſures upon Barth, where: the Ruſt and Moth 


aoth: corrupt the periſhable Things, and Thieves 


break through and Heal, thoſe that are not ſo. One 
Way indeed there is of diſappointing. even Time 
and Chance, of ſecuring to. ourſelves the Poſſeſ- 
Hon of our Eſtates, and making them properly our 


own, and that is, by doing Good with them, by 


diſtributing to the Neceſſiiiesof others, being rich 


towards Gop, and as our Saviour here expreſſes 


it, Laying up for ourſelves Treaſures in Heaven. 
Confidering 1 therefore the Nature of the things 
themſelves, theifluftuating Courſe of the World, 
and the Changes, that Porrer and Fraud, and Time 


is continually making in it, nothing can be wiſer 
'than' Solomon's Inſtruction, Labour not to le rich, 


ceaſe from thine oum Ii iſaom, thy worldly. agd 
eee Wiſdom : ta more pro- 


per 


| 
| 
{ 
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(9) 
per and emphatical, than the reaſon, which he 
gives for it; For why wilt thou ſet thine eyes up- 
on that which is not? upon that which is of ſo un- 
certain and changing a Nature, that you can 
hardly name the Time in which it may be ſaid 
to continue or endure at all- How mean and 
improper an Object therefore for the great and 
capacious Soul of Man, whom Gop deſigned for 
Immortality, and made him an Image of his own 
Eternity | PLATES 7 
Another Conſideration, which may ſerve to 
cure or moderate our fondneſs for an Exceſs of 
Wealth, ariſes from the Difhculties and Dangers 
which attend it; I mean, Dangers to our Inno- 
cence and Vertue, which affect us much more 
ſeriouſly than thoſe which touch our Lives, and 
that, whether we conſider the getting or the en- 
Joying of a great Eſtate : For in the getting an 
Eſtate in every Profeſſion, the Temptations and 
Opportunities of Injuſtice are ſo near us, ſtand 
ſo thick about us, and ſolicit us ſo ſtrongly, and 
by ſuch various Ways, that it is next to a Mira- 
cle, if our Vertue eſcapes unhurt in ſuch a dan- 
gerous Conflict; eſpecially, if we live in the 
Dregs of a corrupted: Age, where Profuſeneſs 
and Covetouſneſs are predominant Vices, and 
Examples are always ready to juſtify the moſt un- 
lawful ways of Gain---It is exceeding difficult to 
ayoid the greateſt and moſt infamous Practices of 
C In- 


(70) 
Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Fraud, Deceit, Extortion, 
Uncharitableneſs ; for Virtue is ſeldom a Match 
for Avarice---but it is harder ſtill to retain an 
unpollured Conſcience, if we are let into all the 
Secrets and Myſteries of Iniquity ; for in the 
preſent Situation of. Things, and as the World is 
now conducted, there are a thouſand Ways of 
Fraud, which the Vulgar are not acquainted 
with; and Men of Dexterity are arrived at ſuch 
a Perfection in the Arts of Falſhood and Injuſtice, 
have ſo many ſecret and inviſible Methods of De- 
ceit, and can carry on and execute the moſt 
gainful Projects in ſuch a dark and unobſerved 
Train of Buſineſs, that in the Eyes of ordinary 
Obſervers (though Gop ſees and ſets a Mark up- 
on their Steps) they ſhall paſs for Men of great 
Integrity; whilſt, at the Bottom, they thrive 
and proſper by the fouleſt and moſt infamous 
Practices, by circumventing the innocent, and 
impoſing upon and pillaging the ignorant and 
unwary---And what, I would aſk, can be more 
difficult, than for a Man, who. is let into theſe 
dangerous Secrets, to preſerve his Innocence, 
when he can gain ſo much by the Loſs of it, and 
with ſuch little Hazard to his Reputation? But, 
to wave this, and conſider the more ordinary and 
old-faſhioned: Ways of Trade and Buſineſs, it is 
prodigious difficult to be ſtrongly bent upon raiſ- 
ing an Eftate, and not to exceed the Bounds of 
ft; | In- 


( 12 ) 

Innocence to accompliſh it---Or, if we are not 
notoriouſly guilty in that Reſpect, but keep clear, 
it may be, of the great and atrocious Sins, yet it is 
next to impoſſible, but the Deſire of encreaſing 
our Circumſtances, will engroſs too much of our 
Time and Affections, and call us off from that, 
which 1s our greateſt and moſt valuable Concern, 
the Love of Gop, and the Intereſts of another 
Life---Upon which Account, our Saviour (who 
knew what was in Man) has endeavoured to 
guard againſt Covetouſneſs, for this very Reaſon, 
becauſe, where our Treaſure is, there will our 
Hearts be alſo. © Ke e Bi, ; 
And then, for the enjoying Riches when we 
have got them----That is uſually thought the 
eaſieſt Matter in the World, and, if the covetous 
Man can but raiſe an Eſtate, he thinks it impoſ- 
fible but his Poſterity muſt be wiſe enough to 
uſe and enjoy it --- Whereas it really requires 
much better Parts to ſpend an Eſtate, than to 
et one---I mean to ſpend it uſefully, and honour- 
ably, and wiſely—-It requires an underſtanding 
Heart, and a well-pois'd Judgment to become'a 
great Eſtate- For to be made the Prey of Fools, 
and Paraſites, to ſquander it away in Madneſs, 
Gaming, and Intemperance, to be intoxicated 
with Pride, and, as I may fay, perpetually drunk 
with Senfuality, no Man will ſay, there is any 
thing commendable and creditable in this-— 
07 C 2 nothing 


(12) 
nothing is more infamous, more giddy and irra- 
tional, and more contrary to the wiſe and ſober 
Deportment of a Chriſtian life It is an admira- 
ble Figure, it muſt be own'd, that the rich Man 
makes in the Goſpel, and he has left behind him 
an excellent Character for Imitation, when all 
that is commemorated of him 1s, 'That he lived 
luxuriouſly and uncharitably, died, as it may ſeem, 
_ untimely, and had an expenſive Funeral a moſt 
pitiful, and worthleſs Character, and yet it ſuits 
more Men than we are aware of, How impru- 
dently do we act, and againſt all Experience, in 
imagining we make our Children happy, by leav- 
ing them very rich. Alas! if you have made 
no other Proviſion for their Happineſs, and have 
not ſown the Seeds of Virtue in their Minds, 
cultivated their Underſtandings, and broke their 
Paſſions to the Commands of Reaſon ; in giving 
them Riches, you have only put Inſtruments of 
Miſchief into the Hands of Madmen; and your 
Friends will live to ſee it, when you are dead and 
gone, that all your Care and Pains, your Trouble 
and Solicitude, your laborious Days and watchful 
Nights, the Forfeiture of your good Name, and 
Loſs of all your Virtue, have only ſerv'd to miniſter 
to the fooliſh and riotous Exceſſes of a thoughtleſs 
and wicked, and ungrateful Child, who ridicules 
and inſults your Memory, ſquanders away your 
Subſtance, and makes your Induſtry, and even 
your 


(13) 
your Tenderneſs and Affection for him, the Teſt 
of his looſe Companions. Solomon has told us, 
That after having been at great Pains and Coſt in 
contriving, and purchaſing, and ſettling every 
Thing, that could contribute to the Support of 
his Throne, and to the Ornament of human Life 
---He ſet himſelf down to conſider to what Pur- 
poſe all this Expence and Labour ? and he was 
ſo far from being pleaſed and ſatisfied in the Re- 
flection, that he tells us, in a Strain of Indigna- 
tion, That he hated all his Labour, which he had 
taken under the Sun, becauſe he ſhould leave 
it to the Man that ſhould be after him, and who 
knoweth, whether he ſhall be a wiſe Man or a 
Fool (intimating perhaps the unpromiſing Genius 
of Rehoboam)? yet ſhall he have Rule over all my 
Labour, werke J have laboured, and wherein J 
have ſhewn myſelf wiſe under the Sun. -ITbis is 
alſo Vanity. 

The plain Truth is, if Children are good, the 
Providence of Gop, and their own Virtue and 
_ Induſtry will make them happy---If they are bad, 
or diſpoſed to be fo, Riches will confirm them in 
their Vices, and ſupply the Calls of them---Ma- 
ny a virtuous and good Youth has been ſpoiled 
by a great Fortune, but never made unhappy 
by the Want of one. So that this, again, con- 


firms our Saviour's Advice, and recommends the 
10 21 Good- 


(087 - 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom of it, becauſe Riches both 


on Account of acquiring and enjoying them, are 
Matters of fuch dangerous Temptation. The 
Moralift has more. than once repeated it for our 


Obſervation, That he that haſteth to be rich, ſhall 


not be innocent. And Tacitus, I remember, the 
Roman Hiſtorian, of approv'd Judgment and un- 
common Penetration, ſpeaking of the native Po- 
verty of the German People, who knew not the 
Uſe of Gold and Silver, ſays, Argentum & Au- 
rum propitii an irati dit negaverint, duvito. 
He queſtions whether that fort of Ignorance was 
not rather owing to the Bleſſing than the Diſplea- 
ſure of Providence. The Apoſtle St. Paul, ad- 
moniſhes us, That they that will be rich, fall 5 iu- 


to Temptation and a Snare, and into many fooliſh 


and hurtful Lufts, which drown Men in _ 
tion and Deſtruction: For the Love of Money 

the Root of all Evil, which, while ſome erg 22 
ter, they have errval from "the Truth, and pierced 
themſebves through with many Sorrows. 

And our Saviour has ſet the Matter in a very 


ſtrong and affecting Light indeed, when he tells 


us, That it is eaſier for a Camel to go through the 
Bye of a Weedle, than for a rich Man to enter 


into the K. ingdom of Heaven. What can more 


emphatically. expreſs the dangerous Temptation, 


or be more importantly urged to awaken the 
Care and quicken the Diligence of the Rich ones, 
than 


4 
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than to be told by our Saviour himſelf, who is 
the Judge, and the great Diſpoſer of Life and 
Death, that it is next to an Impoſſibility, that 
they ſhould be ſaved? 
Another Argument to the Diſcouragement o 
an avaricious Temper 1s, That Riches, to a Man 
already poſſeſs d of as much as is ſufficient to the 
Neceſſities and reaſonable Accommodations of 


to ſuch an one, they bring nothing that I can 
think of, which he might not enjoy as well, and 
better without them in his preſent Station, It 
is juſtly obſerved by a great French Philoſopher, 
« That Riches are wrongfully called and ac- 
counted Goods, for they neither make any one 


© mon both to good and wicked: They will nei- 
c ther mend a Man's Mind, nor reform his Vices, 
nor improve his Underftanding”---It they make 


worſe---It will probably be to dull and ſtupify 
his Underſtanding, to animate and excite his vi- 
cious Paſſions, and to ſpoil his Mind by Pride 


rather multiply and aggravate them both, at leaſt 
they will adminiſter the Occaſions of them in the 


the Virtue and Reſolution to withſtand the 
Temptation 


Life, come in as troubleſome Superfluities ; for, 


«© good, nor reform the wicked, and are com- 
any Alteration there, it will probably be for the 
and Uncharitableneſs. They will not cure his 
Diſeaſes, nor eaſe him of his Pains---They will 


Plenty and Luxury of his Table, if he has not 
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(3a) 
T emptation One Thing indeed they will do, 
if they cannot ſecure him againſt Sickneſs, they 
will beget him a great deal of Ceremony and 
Attendance in it, ſo that he ſhall hardly be able 
to reſt for the init Solicitude of his nume- 
rous Friends, i. e. he will be ſick with more Ce- 
remony, but leſs Quiet and Ten than his 
meaner Neighbours. 
His Riches will not lengthen his Days, nor add 


to the Chearfulneſs and Comfort of them But 


if he has not a good Guard upon himſelf, they 
will make them ſhorter than Gop deſigned them: 


and for the Air and Chearfulneſs of an EE 


and fearleſs Mind, they will give him the Diſquiet, 
the Thoughtfulneſs, the Fear, the Danger of a 
guilty one : They will not increaſe the Number 
of his Friends, or make him more beloved by his 
Relations, or more eſteemed by other TT, 
If he deni nt ult them well, they will make him 


more fear d than lov'd, more envied and hated 


than eſteemed They wa enlarge his Flatterers, 


but contract the Number of his Friends; and, 


inſtead of an affectionate Correſpondence, will 
create mutual Jealouſies and Suſpicions between 


himſelf and his Relations ; ſo that, as the rich 
Man may manage it, withall the imaginable Ad- 
vantages for Happineſs, he ſhall, as it were, 
| ſtand alone upon the Earth, hated by and hating 


all about him, without Eſteem, without Friend- 
ſhip, 


4 


67 
ſhi ip, "without natural Affection. "Riches have 
ſuch a general Aſcendant over Men, that one is 
liable to be ſuſpected of Inſincerity, and acting a 
Part to ſay any thing to diſcredit them; but, I 
think, I have ſpoken but the Truth of Things, 
and that nothing has been ſaid to Exceſs: For, I 
cannot ſee, that Riches of themſelves, excluſive 
of a generous and religious Uſe of them for the 
Good of others, do advance our Happineſs one 
Tot ; for, if a moderate Fortune, with a con- 
tetitad, Mind, and a virtuous Life, will procure us 
neceſſary and comfortable Subſiſtence — If it 
leaves us Time and Opportunity to improve and 
better our Minds -If it puts us into the moſt 
likely Way to habituate ourſelves to Temperance 
o er Health and lengthen Life---If it 
allows and ſupports us in modeſt and innocent 
Amuſement, and ſweetens our Enjoyments---If i it 
renders us eafy and chearful in our Converſation, 
creates us ſincere Friends, loving and kind Re- 
lations, and makes us valued and efteemed by 
other People---I fay, if all this is moſt uſually 
and moſt naturally procur 'd by a low Fortune, 
with a moderate and virtuous Mind, and Riches 
* break in upon and diſturb this Tranquilli- 
ty, than eſtabliſh and increaſe it, then is it a Pre- 
= exactly ſuited to the Wiſdom and Kindneſs, 
and compaſſionate Care of our Bleſſed Saviour 
for us, to enjoin us, ot 70 lay up for ourſelves 
8 {rea- 
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Treaſures upon Earth; for they are of 'themſelyes 
of ſo little Importance to the Happineſs of par- 
ticular, people, that, when all Accounts are caſt 
up, it will appear plainly upon the Balance, that 
there is no Good in them, ut for a Man re- 
rejoice and do good in his 1 
The next Thing I ſhall urge lt a ſhe, 
did Temper, and in Juſtification of our Saviour's 
Precept is, that Riches, When we have got them, 
are not properly our o.] n They belong to the 
great Lord and Proprietor of ths Univerſe, and 
are entruſted in our Hands only for the Good of 
others--- The Rich are the Goel and Piſpen- 
ſers of Gop's Bounty, he expects an eme of 
the Diſtribution, and will ſeverely puniſh the Ne- 
glect of it ſo that, that very Conſideration up- 
on which only 7 are deſirable to a Man of 
a modeſt and enn Mind, and who has a juſt 
Senſe, of his Frailty, is an Argument why he will 
not deſire them. I know, it is given, as a plau- 
ſible Reaſon by the covetous, When he is preſſed 
upon the Point, that he only heaps up Riches to 
enlarge his Opportunities of doing good But, in 
the Mouth of the covetous, this is a light and un- 
ſeemly Anſwer to a Queſtion of very ſerious Mo- 
ment, for all the World diſcerns, and he himſelf 
is conſcious that he means nothing leſs But, ſup- 
poſing his Intentions never ſo honeſt, yet, Lay, it 
is more e agrecable to the u and r of 
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a Chriſtian, not to be ober- forward upon the 1! 

Point, not to haſten to be rich, out of a vain Con- ih 

ceit of our own Virtue and Abilities to uſe Riches | 
well, but rather to fit down contented, and wait Jl 
the Iſſues of Gop's Providence, and if he thinks if 

fit to bleſs our Induſtry, and enlarge our Circum- | it 
ſtances, it is then Time enough to adjuſt ' our 9 9 
Charity. | I know this is a+ Matter, that rich 1 


Men ate not uſually much concerned about; but, 
Jam fare; if the Goſpel" tells us Truth; they have 4 
no ſmall Affair upon their Hands, to make a good 1 
and chriſtian Uſe of their great Fortunes. Our 4 


Bleſſed Saviour intimates, that it was an happy 
Thing to be rich, but then the Reaſon is (a ve. ll 
ry diſtaſteful one to the Generality of Men) that 18 
it is more bleſſed 10 give than to receive; the Cha- 1 
rity of the Rich is their great Privilege and Ad- 1 
vantage. And agrecably to this, 57. Paul gives = 
a very ſolemn Charge to us, ' That whoſe, ho are 3 
rich in this World, be fure'to do Good, 10 be rich ! 
in good Works, lad to Ci Aribute, willing £0 C. . 
pg And antes * aks very freely, but | 1 5 
affectingly, — he? obſerves the Uninercifalieſ 1H 
of wealthy People; Go to now ye rich Men; weep —_ 
and how! for your Miſeries if ſhall come upon 
you, your Riches are corrupted, and your Gar- 
ments noth eulen, Jour Goll an Silver is bun- 
tered; and hw RIP oi Men, ſhall be a” WI itiieſs 
again you. And in 3 which ouf Sa- 


viour 
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viour gives us of the Proceedings at the Day of 
Judgment, it ſeems as if Charity and Mercy 
would be the principal Points of Enquiry: And, 
for that Reaſon, becauſe they are too often de- 
fective in their Duty, the Apoſtle St. John repre- 
ſents the great ones of the Earth, as more affect- 
ingly ſtruck than others, with the Terrors of the 
laſt Day; For the Kings of the Earth, and the 
great Men, and the rich Men, and the chief Cap- : 
zains, and the mighty Men will bide themſelves in 
the Dens, and in the Rocks of the Mountains, and 
will ſay to the Mountains and. Rocks, fall on us, 
and hide us from the Face ef bim that 00 ſeletb on 
the Prene. 

It is obſerved at u rang the feveral 
Reaſons of the Abdication and Retreat of the 
great Em peror Charles V. that one of them was, 
that he might ſit down and recollect Nn 
Antequam = Dei Tri bunal attraberetur, tantæ 
Human felicitatis reus, before he was ſummoned 
to the Tribunal of Gov, to anſwer for the wiſe 
and good Adminiſtration. of ſuch extraordinary 
Felicity as was laid to his Account and Charge. 
Upon. this Conſideration, doubtleſs, there is a re- 
markable Mercy and Compaſſion in our Saviour's 
Advice; for no wiſe Man would defire to en- 
hance his Account at that awful Day, but to 
have it as clear, and ſhort, and honeſt as is poſ- 
ſible. It is a prodigious Duty, that is incum- 

ö bent 


(Car) 

bent on the Rich, as Stewards, and Diſpenſers of 
Gop's Bounty; for all that they ſquander in Vice, 
and Pride, and Licentiouſneſs, is not ſo much 
thrown away, but zrea/ured up againſt the Day 
of Wrath, and Revelation of God's righteous 
Judgment. And what Shame and Confuſion, 
and Terror muſt ſurprize them, when the ſor- 
did and unmerciful, or when the careleſs and lux- 
urious Great Ones ſhall be call'd to the Bar of 
Judgment, and Enquiry made into the Uſe and 
Adminiſtration of their Treaſures, how much 
Good they have done by their Charity, and 
what Part of them they have diſtributed in pro- 
moting the Glory of Gop, and the Good of Men, 
feeding the Hungry, cloathing the naked, viſit- 
ing the Sick, releaſing the Priſoner, and doing 
ſuch Offices of Tenderneſs and Humanity as were 
due to their Fellow-creatures, . 

As little as moſt of us are diſpoſed to think ſo, 
it is however a moſt certain Truth, that to be 
rich is a very nice and perilous Trial of our Vir- 
tue; and he that has the Sincerity and Modeſty 


of a Chriſtian, will not only be contented, but 


even thankful to Gop for a ſafer and more hum- 
ble Station---Or, if it has pleaſed Gop to bleſs 
your honeſt and well-governed Induſtry with 
Succeſs, you will efteem it a Circumſtance of 
great Happineſs to you, that you live in a Place, 
where ſo many Opportunities preſent e 
8 0 
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of doing good, and that by the wiſe and TRAY 
table Oeconomy of this rich and populous City, 
Matters are ſo prudently conducted, that the 
Opportunities of gaining Riches are not more in 
Number, or more obvious to Practice, than thoſe ng 
employing them charitably and religiouſly. - 
are apt, out of a national Self-love, to * our- 
ſelves upon the Extent of our Trade, and the 
prodigious Riches of our Capital---It is, perhaps, 
a pardonable Vanity, and ſomething may be ſaid 
to excuſe it, but that which would truly diſtin- 
guiſh us, and give us a Praiſe and a Name to all 
Poſterity, would be, that we were not more to be 
obſerved for accumulating Riches, than for em- 
ploying them uſefully and wiſely : And it were 
certainly one of the beſt Marks we could ſhew of 
our being ſenſible of Gratitude to Gon, of our 
Obligations to Chriſtianity, of Humanity, and 
Tenderneſs to our Fellow-creatures, if, upon eve- 

ry Occaſion of publick Charity, we prevented 
the Petitioners, and acted with ſuch a ready and 
diſintereſted Generoſity, that we might ſeem to 
bave our Saviour's Precepts engraven upon our 
Hearts, That it is more bleſſed to give than to re- 
ceive. In Confidence of your good Diſpoſitions 
therefore, of your Gratitude to Gop Almighty 
(the great Friend and Benefactor to us all) of 
your Senſe of the Obligations of your Religion 
(which in the Deſign and Spirit of it, is Love and 


Good- 


| (23) 
Good-nature) I ſtand hereyour Petitioner for ſome- 
thing in Aſſiſtance to this great and good Deſign. 
The Providence of Gop has made theſe poor 
Sufferers dependent upon you for their Support, 
and Cure, and Conlolation ; and, rightly Judged, it 
is not more an Happineſs to them that they have 
ſuch a certain and generous Fund of Subſiſtence, 
than it is to you, that, by the Bleſſing of Gos, 
you are made the Managers and Diſtributers of 
it---Your kind Attendance on this Work of Love, 
{hews your Senſibility of this, and, in ſome Get, 
renders our Arguments to Charity ſuperfluous--- 
Were' there more Occaſion to. preſs them than 
there is, I ſhould be more confident of Succeſs 
in my Application to you, becauie, I am ſure 
you obſerve, and obſerve too with a proper Re- 
ſentment, that however it may fare with Charity, 
there never was greater Encouragement given to 
Luxury and Vice---I need not enter into Parti- 
culars of this kind---The World ſees too much of 
them, and therefore it is the proper Character of 
the virtuous and generous Man of Quality, and 
of the frugal and ſober Man of Bulineſs, to keep 
up a better Spirit in our Country, and to ſhew 
the obſerving World, by their Example, that 
Riches are given us by Providence for other and 
more important Purpoſes, than Vanity and Sen- 
ſuality. It is not my Meaning, by diſparaging 
Riches, to raile Charity upon. the Ruin of Indu- 
% ſtry: 
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ſtry: That were abſurd, the State of the World will 
not bear it: Beſides, Induſtry i is the beſt Friend to 

_ Charity---Nor, when we are Maſters of Wealth, 
does Reaſon or Chriftianity forbid the Uſe of it, 
or debar the Rich of every innocent, comfort- 
able, or diſtinguiſhed Accommodation of Life 
Wealth is one of the Bleſſings of Gop, in the Lan- 
guage of Gop's Holy Spirit; but then it muſt 
never be forgotten by the wealthy, that the beſt 
Enjoyment, the moſt Epicurean Uſe of Riches (I 
ſpeak the Sentiments of every humane and gene- 
rous Heart) is to do the greateſt and moſt exten- 
| five Good with them. Upon which Conſidera- 
tion the Charity here before you claims your 
particular Attention---You know the Nature, 
you ſee the Conduct, and as you have a quick 
Senſibility of the guffcrings of the unfortunate, 
{ may fay, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, by ſeeing them 
relieved ; you have felt the Good of it by Expe- 
rience, and I ſhould wrong you grievouſly to ſuſ- 
pect, that your Munificence can be wanting to it 
in any Degree, when you are told, by moſt au- 
thentic Accounts, That fince the 3d of November, 
1740, it has pleaſed GOD to 55 s the Deſign 
with ſuch Succeſs, that above + Tn Thouſand di- 
fireſſed Objects have been reheved by the London 
In e and ou Wage under the Oppre” 


J See the Acebunt printed at 0 End of the Lord Biſhop of 
Landaff*s Sermon, and the Accounts of the following Years. 
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| fon of ſame of the moſt: malignant Diſeaſes and 
znhappy Accidents, have been re-inftated in their 
boneft and induſtrious | Capacities of Working, 
whereby the publick again enjoy the Benefit of their 
Labour, and they and their poor Families are 
preſerved from periſbing, and prevented from be: 
ing a conſtaui Encumbrance to the Community 

If this be the Caſe, look round about you, and 


either ſupport this woble Plan of Charity, with a 


Bounty becoming your Wealth, and illuſtrious 
Diſtinction, or find out another, if you can, that 


more deſerves your pious Regard and Encou- 


ragement.. . 
And thus 1 8 has been ſaid to recommend to 


our Practice, the firſt Part of our Saviour's Inſtruc- 


tion, Lay not up, &c. And you ſee upon the 
whole, with what excellent Wiſdom, and conde- 
ſending. Kindneſs, our Blefled Gaia ſuits his 
. Precepts to our real Happineſs---He might, if he 
had pleaſed, flattered our Weakneſs, and adapted 
his Inſtructions to our Paſſions, and to the Guile of 
the World] ſaid, he might hav done ſo---I re- 
calthat Wett- could not It was inconſiſtent 
with his Nature and his Character--He was Truth 
and Goodneſs, and therefore could utter nothing 
but what was ſo, nothing but what tended to in- 
form our Minds, to rectify our Manners, and 
promote our Happineſs— And the Inſtruction in 
the Text, if rightly conſidered, is a great In- 
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ftance of it: For, however it may ſeem to thoſe, 
Who will not, or cannot diſcern its Beauty, there 
is nothing in it extravagant and impracticable, 
nothing ſevere and moroſe, nothing vain and af- 


| fected, but it is the Voice of the beſt Philoſo- 


pher, the beſt Friend, the beſt and moſt faithful 


Counſellor to Men, which bids them 20 10 lay 


up for themſelves Treaſures upon Earth; but to 
lay up for themſelves Treaſures in H. Re] For, 
certainly, if there be a Gop, if Chriſtianity be 
true, i if Men have immortal Souls, and Religion 
is a ſerious Thing, the firſt and principal Enqui- 
ry to every wiſe Man, will be how to ſecure an 


Intereſt in Heaven. 


There is no Compariſon, upon the Mahner, 
between the Treaſures of the Earth, and the 
Treaſures of Heaven; becauſe all thoſe Circum- 
ſtances which attend the one, and. demonſtrate 
their Vanity and Imperfection, do ſerve to re- 
commend and illuſtrate the Excellency of the 


other —For, it is the Excellency of the heavenly 


Treaſure, the Felicity of another Life, that it 
will affect and dwell in our Minds, the moſt va- 
luable and noble Parts of us, ad which is pro- 
perly the Seat of real Joy and ſubſtantial Happi- 
neſs---That it will be durable and certain, an In- 
heritance incorruptible, upon which' Time itſelf 
will make no Impreſſion, neither Moth nor Rus 
will corrypt it, nor will Thieves break thro and 


— 
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real. When I fee you again, ſays our Blefled 
Saviour to his Diſciples, your Hearts will rejoice, 
and your oy no Man taketh from you---It is the 
Fellen of the heavenly Treaſure, that it is ac- 
quired by Innocence and Virtue, and enjoyed 
with pure and unmixed Delight.— That there is 
nothing in it, that is niggardly and ſelfiſh, but 
every thing perfectly charitable, and kind, and 
communicative That it is ſo far from i injuring 
the Poſſeſſor, as Riches often do, that it is an 
Happineſs conſtant and uninterrupted, with this 
Circumſtance of Perfection in it, that it is in- 
creaſed and doubled to him, by being communi- 
cated to others. It is the Excellency of the 
Treaſure, that is above, that it puts us out of all 
Danger and Temptation, for it is Reward and 
final Judg ment. It is the Excellency of it, that it 
conſiſts in virtuous Improvement, growing Per- 
fection- That it wipes away all Tears from our 
Eyes; for, in the Tabernacle of GOD, there ſhall 
be no more Death, neither Sorrow nor Crying, 
neither ſhall there be any more Pain, but pure 


Love, Fulneſs of Joy, immortal Pleaſure, hea- 


venly Converſation. 

This is the exalted Strain < Scripture Lan- 
guage in its Deſcriptions of Heaven, when it 
would awaken our Diligence and engage our Af- 


fections in the Purſuit of it---And, no Man, one 


would think, that could ſet and compare thats 


Things 
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Things together, would quit his Pretenſions to 
ſuch an invaluable Purchaſe for Things ſo uncer- 
tain, ſo imperfect, ſo low and mean, ſo uſeleſs 
to the Purpoſes of Happineſs, ſo unſatisfying, ſo 
dangerous and enſnaring, ſo full of Envy and 
Miſchief to the Poſſeſſors of chem, as the Trea- 
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Such Perſons as are inclined to encourage and promote fo 
laudable a Work, are defired to fend their Subſcriptions 
or Benefa&tons to Meſſ. Minors and Boldero, Bankers, 
in Lombard-ſtreet, who abi give proper Receipts for 
the ſame. And any Perſon inclined by his laſt Will to 
bequeath a Legacy to this Charity, is 855 red to do it in 
the following Manner, viz. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto A. B. and C. D. 
the Sum of upon Truſt, and to the Intent 
that they, or one of them, do pay the ſame to the Trea- 
ſurer, or Treaſurers for the Time being, of the Society 
of the Governors of the London Infirmary, for the Re- 
lief of Sick and Diſeaſed Manufacturers, Seamen in 
Merchant-Service, their Wives and Children; which 
Jaid Sum of I defire may be applied towards 
Carrying on the charitable Def, igns of the ſaid Soctety. 
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Things together, would quit his Pretenſions to 
ſuch an invaluable Purchaſe for Things ſo uncer- 
tain, ſo imperfect, ſo low and mean, ſo uſeleſs 
to the Purpoſes of Happineſs, ſo unſatisfying, ſo 

angerous and enſnaring, ſo full of Envy and 
Miſchief to the Poſſeſſors of them, as the Trea- 
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Such Perſons as are inclined to encourage and promote ſo 


laudable a Work, are defired to ſend their Subſeriptions 


or Benefactions to Meſſ. Minors and Boldero, Bankers, 
in Lombard-ſtreet, who wil} give proper Recei pts for 
the ſame. And any Perſon inclined by his laſt Will to 


bequeath a Legacy to this Charity, ts 455 red to do it in 


the following Manner, viz. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto A. B. and C. D. 


the Sum of upon Truſt, and to the Intent 


that they, or one of them, do pay the ſame to the Trea- 
 farer, or Treaſurers for the Time being, of the Society 
of the Governors of the London Infirmary, for the Re- 
lief of Sick and Diſeaſed Manufacturers, Seamen in 
Merchant-Service, their Wives and Children ; which 
ſaid Sum of I defire may be applied towards 
carrying on the charitable Deſigns of the faid Set ety. 
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